
Preserve our place in nature.
A CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
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For more than 45 years, Bubolz Nature Preserve has 
been inspiring generations through great educational 
programs, recreational spaces, and conservation 
ethics. Social opportunities abound with wonderful 
mental and physical wellness attributes.

Preserve our
place in nature.

This non-profit environmental preserve is a natural 
example of why the Fox Valley is a thriving and vibrant 
place to live, work, and raise a family. With Wisconsin’s 
beauty and natural landscapes right here in our back 
yard, it’s an easy place to love.
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MISSION

[ 2 ]

Dedicated to developing a sound environmental ethic in 
persons of all ages through education, recreation, and 
conservation, while promoting a strong sense of overall 
wellness and appreciation of nature.
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“The Gordon Bubolz Nature Preserve is a living classroom for 
the students of the AASD. Our students’ appreciation and 
understanding of the environment will impact them as they 
become our future decision-makers, determining how we 
interact with our natural environment.”

- Lee Allinger,
Superintendent of Schools, AASD
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A Natural   
Community Resource
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With a backdrop graced with dancing grasslands and vibrant flowers, the preserve is a 
destination for bringing people together. Whether it’s the natural landscapes that 
inspire your wedding vows, or the tranquil environment that lowers the stress of your 
business meetings. The future of Bubolz promises gathering spaces that unite. From 
team building, to play dates; board meetings to nuptials; our team is passionate about 
making your day exactly as you envision. 

Nature’s Classroom

Gathering Places

Wild Spaces
With inspiring tools that teach and enthuse, Bubolz Nature Preserve helps people of all 
ages understand how our environment provides us with many valuable resources—     
so long as we take care of it. That message becomes increasingly urgent with            
each passing year, as technology becomes ever more consuming and wild spaces are 
threatened due to lack of education and over-development. Quality time with Mother 
Nature’s beauty helps us all connect, decompress, and embrace a simpler way of life. 
Spend time with us on our trails; or at the pond watching the frogs leap from log to lily 
pad— wild untapped beauty is all around. 

Serving more than 6,000 students each year, Bubolz brings a passion for education 
and hands-on experiences that promote a healthy respect and appreciation for               
the natural world. Whether through school-organized field trips, summer camps, or 
weekend programs, these future leaders are learning the foundation for making wise 
and informed decisions about how our environment will benefit everyone in the 
community. Providing a wide variety of positive learning opportunities, Bubolz is proud 
to be a wholesome place that welcomes everyone with a passion for learning.
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More than 60,000 people visit the preserve annually. Bubolz is a 
place they visited as children, through school field trips and events. 
As adults, many find they enjoy the tranquility of cross-country skiing 
through our towering trees or simply reading a book in the fresh air 
with a light breeze. Whatever your pleasure, Bubolz takes care to 
ensure everyone of all ages, all stages, and all abilities enjoy the 
preserve. Our community calendar is filled with opportunities for 
everyone to join us in education, recreation, and conservation.

All Ages, All Stages

Whether you are casting leaves, perfecting 
your photography, or learning how to make 
maple syrup. Every time you enter the 
preserve, you are learning by doing.

 Adventure Awaits 

Discover by Doing

Arts and cultural interests are naturally 
connected to the outdoors through 
workshops like naturalistic bracelet 
making, native basket weaving, organic 
maple syrup processing, and much 
more. 

Arts and Culture

With a robust diversity of environments, 
complemented by a year-round experience of 
Wisconsin’s four seasons, the opportunities 
for activities and learning are endless.    

Our seasons are filled with numerous 
opportunities to explore new interests 
and learn how our culture is connected 
with our earth.
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In the bustle of everyday lives, the opportunity to disconnect 
from technology and reconnect with something more soothing is 
a remedy we could all benefit from. We all know the effects 
stress can have on our mental and physical wellness. At Bubolz 
we invite you to sit, watch the water ripple across the pond, 
count the number of animals you see, and treat yourself to 
some all-natural relaxation.

Peace and Serenity

A Wellness 

From a casual Saturday morning jog to a daily walk routine, 
Bubolz Nature Preserve promotes wellness and healthy living 
through its numerous onsite recreational programs. Outdoor 
activities for individuals and groups — walking, hiking, running, 
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing, for example — are rapidly 
growing in popularity. Area track and cross country teams, 
firefighters, and military groups regularly train here. 

Healthy Miles

Retreat
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SPECIESOF

OF NATIVE PLANTS & ANIMALS

Whether your days are filled with inquisitive youngsters, balanced by a daily exercise routine, or made 
brighter by serene discoveries in nature, Bubolz, a private, non-profit, community nature preserve is 
a resource to all. This year-round setting caters to variety, yet provides personal experiences with 
lifelong memories.  

If it’s been a while since you’ve taken a “break” from life— please join us.  Take an afternoon to enjoy 
a hike.  Grab your running shoes and take a deep breath of fresh forest air.  Bring your binoculars and 
admire the diversity of species that inhabit our preserve.  Whatever your pleasure, our 725 acres of 
natural beauty will be just the thing to open your mind and energize your soul.    

Map Out 
Your Adventure
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WILDERNESS TRAIL

WHITE CEDAR TRAIL

DEER RUN TRAIL

POPLAR PASS TRAIL

FOUR SEASONS TRAIL

SHORTCUT TRAIL
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Bubolz members, visitors, staff, and friends have been fortunate that since opening in 1981, 
the “then” model-eske build and design of the preserve’s nature center was not only a “green” 
and visual focal point for the preserve; but it also functioned well for the programming needs, 
school functions, and the daily visitors that the preserve hosted. 

Roots and Wings

The Campaign

[ 11 ]

An Aging Asset
While running out of room is a good thing—that means we 
have amply utilized our current resource and continue to 
inspire new visitors—it has also caused constraints on the 
center’s ability to support this increase with programming, 
events, and staff.  The age of the nature center is also 
causing concern for the building’s infrastructure including 
heating, plumbing, electrical, and general efficiency.  With 
expanding water seepage from the earth shelter design, 
the constant maintenance costs the center more and more 
each year. 

Evolving and Growing
With a project budget of $4 million, our goal is to build 
an 18,000 square foot structure to support the growing 
and changing needs of our community. The new build-
ing will  not only support program expansion for all ages 
and interests, but it will also improve the quality of the 
current recreational opportunities, such as skiing, 
snowshoeing, and bird watching, with areas designated 
to accommodate these activities. In addition, it will 
offer new educational and recreational opportunities 
for the community including:

A nature nook public library and student research center 
dedicated to environmental education.
Expanded exhibit spaces to interpret the preserve’s flora, 
fauna, and diverse ecosystems. 
A unique, environmentally-themed toddler play-and-learn 
area. 
Indoor and outdoor classrooms designed to heighten the 
experience of environmental education.  

A refreshed gift shop and an expanded coffee and snack 
shop.

The future of Bubolz Nature Preserve will revolve around a beautifully crafted environmental center 
that not only complements our natural outdoor settings, but welcomes and hosts our community for 
a multitude of events and gatherings.  The space will be attractive, comfortable, and above all, 
welcoming for members, guests, and staff. It will leverage improved technology and modern                 
infrastructures to promote an eco-friendly utilization of resources, which will maximize efficiencies.  
As a resource to the community members of the Fox Valley, it will serve as the foundation for how we 
live out our mission for education, recreation, and conservation.

Like any asset, however, time has taken its toll. With the nature preserve’s non-profit status 
accounting for not only the required updates—but also supporting the much needed expan-
sion—has led us to this capital campaign, and reaching out to our amazing supporters and the 
Fox Valley community as a whole.  

OUR VISION
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We Need Your Help

Timing is critical for this project’s launch and perpetuity. We need your help 
as we build momentum and move towards completion of the fund appeal.

In addition, there will also be larger spaces for people to interact,      
such as meeting rooms, patios, decks, and a large banquet facility for 
meetings and events. This will create a natural back drop for family 
reunions, corporate meetings, and community gatherings, as well as 
diverse settings for wedding ceremonies, receptions, and photography. 
Expanding these spaces will not only allow the preserve to host a larger 
number of community members annually, but it will also offer a new 
revenue stream to offset annual operating budgets. 

While there has been progress towards the $4 million fundraising goal 
through generous benefactors from throughout the Fox Valley, we still 
have a long way to go. With an anticipated ground-breaking scheduled 
for late summer of 2016, we are anxious to start this project and look 
forward to celebrating this new community resource in 2017.  With that 
in mind, we still need your help to achieve our fundraising goals. As a 
nonprofit organization, maintaining a debt-free status is critical to our 
operating plans. 

LOWER LEVEL
[ 12 ]

MAIN LEVEL
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We are so fortunate to live in a community that gives and advocates so purposefully.  As a non-profit 
organization, we hope you’ll join us in bringing this vision to life. Whether your gift is cash or a pledge 
(paid now or over time)—every little bit helps us make this vision a reality. We appreciate every gift, and 
are open to even the most creative gifts through “in-kind” work or materials, CDs (certificates of deposit), 
stocks, bonds, or paid-up life insurance policies. We are also happy to accommodate special gifts in 
memory or honor of loved ones, and have many sponsorship and “naming-rights” opportunities available.   

Inspired For Change

“At SECURA, we believe a strong community comes from people who make a real difference 
in the lives of others. The Bubolz family, who founded and ran our company for 97 years, is 
a perfect example, and we’re proud to support this gift they gave to the community. The 
Bubolz Nature Preserve fosters an appreciation for nature, promotes environmental ethics, 
and has become an important cornerstone of the Fox Valley community.”

[ 13 ]

– John Bykowski
SECURA INSURANCE, Chairman of the Board and Retired President & CEO 

For more information or to arrange a confidential conversation about your 
Bubolz Nature Preserve giving interests, please contact a member of our leadership team. 

Bubolz Nature Preserve | [920] 731-6041 

Randy Tuma, Executive Director | rtuma@bubolzpreserve.org

Kristine Schuetze, Development Manager | kschuetze@bubolzpreserve.org
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Lee Allinger – APPLETON AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

Bruce Cecka – PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR

Tim Sciborski – COMMUNITY FIRST CREDIT UNION

Steve Seifert – SILTON, SEIFERT, CARLSON SC

Lisa O’Connor – GUARDIAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

Stephanie Duxbury-Weir – SCA AMERICAS

Colleen Martenson – SECURA INSURANCE COMPANY

Natalie  Kohtala – BAKER TILLY

Board of Directors
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT: 

TREASURER: 

SECRETARY: 

[ 14 ]

Dennis N. Hultgren – ENVIRON INTERNATIONAL

John S. Bubolz – RETIRED

David Savides – ROBERT W. BAIRD & CO.

Margaret Klose – THRIVENT FINANCIAL

BOARD MEMBERS:

VISITORS ANNUALLY

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Bubolz Capital Campaign Brochure - Single Page Print File.pdf   15   6/13/2016   9:21:53 PM



C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Bubolz Capital Campaign Brochure - Single Page Print File.pdf   16   6/13/2016   9:21:54 PM


